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ATTSNDANCe  AT  BANFF  GRATIFYING 


SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  MEET 

ACCOUNTS  THSMC  OF  COURSE 

Six  town  or  village  council  members  including  two  mayors  at- 
tended the  annual  refresher  course  in  municipal  administration  held  at 
the  Banff  School  of  Fine  Arts  on  June  6,  7  and  8.  Although  urban  se- 
cretary-treasurers have  been  outnumbering  their  rural  colleagues  for 
several  years,  this  is  the  first  time  town  and  village  councillors  have 
participated.  A  special  welcome  was  extended  to  them  by  speakers 
addressing  the  gathering  who  saw  in  their  attendance  encouraging  evi- 
dence of  the  success  of  the  courses. 

Total  attendance  this  year  reached  a  record  1 83  as  compared  with 
164  in  1962.  These  included  57  rural  and  67  urban  secretary-treasurers 
or  assistant  secretary-treasurers,  31  rural  and  six  urban  councillors. 
The  banquet  held  Friday  evening  was  attended  by  188  persons. 

At  a  general  business  meeting  of  the  Municipal  District  Secre- 
tary-Treasurers' Association  on  Saturday  morning,  J.C.  Masson  (Red 
Deer  County  No.  23)  was  elected  president  to  replace  Guy  Tomilson 
(Paintearth  County  No.  18).  Rudy  Magneson  (County  of  Camrose  No. 
22)  was  elected  vice-president  for  1963-64  and  Gordon  King  (M.D  . 
of  Kneehill  No.  48)  continuesassecretary-treasurerof  the  Association  . 
One  new  director  was  elected.  He  is  Frank  Martin  (County  of  Wheat- 
land No.  16)  who  with  J.B^  Ludwig  (County  of  Mountain  View  No  . 
17)  represents  the  south.  Northern  director,  Walter  Leskiw  (County 
of  Athabasca  No.  12)  was  not  up  for  election  but  John  Skuba  (County 
of  Smoky  Lake  No.  13)  was  re-elected  for  another  term. 

Elections  for  the  Urban  Secretary-Treasurers'  Association  were 
held  atthesame  time  with  the  new  president  being  David  J.  Frunchak, 
Village  of  Andrew,  taking  over  from  Tom  Anton,  Town  of  Taber.  Wm  . 
Bell  (Town  of  Leduc)  was  elected  vice-president  with  FredTrofanenko 
(Town  of  Picture  Butte)  serving  as  secretary.  Association  directors  are 
Harris  Blaikie  (Town  of  High  Prairie),  Harold  Somerville      (To  Page  6) 


EFFECTIVE  DATE  AUGUST  15 


1 


TO  AN  Hex  MONTGOMERY 


Application  from  the  Town  of  Montgomery  for  annexation  to  the 
City  of  Calgary  was  granted  by  the  Local  Authorities  Board  in  a  de- 
cision dated  June  14.  The  formal  annexation  order  setting  forth  terms 
and  conditions  mutually  agreed  upon  is  to  be  prepared  by  the  City. 
The  decision  states  that  the  annexation  is  to  become  effective  August 
15,  1963. 

Signed  by  C.G.  Macgregor  and  A.B.  Wetter  as  chairman  and 
member,  respectively,  of  the  Local  Authorities  Board,  the  decision  at 
one  stage  pointed  out  "The  Town  is  geographically  a  part  of  the  City 
of  Calgary".  And  again,  "The  Town  is  a  natural  and  desirable  exten - 
sionof  theCity  of  Calgary  and  the  City  has  agreed  to  support  the  Town's 
appl ication  for  annexation.  "  Altogether,  nine  reasons  are  listed  for 
granting  the  application  of  the  Town. 

In  its  conclusion,  the  Board's  decision  states  that  the  formal  an- 
nexation Order  "will  be  subject  to  certain  conditions  to  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  Town  andthe  City  andother  interested  parties,  or  failing 
which  will  be  determined  by  the  Board". 

The  move  will  increase  Calgary's  population  by  about  5,  200  re- 
sidents, thus  bringing  the  total  figure  to  approximately  282,000.  • 


1964  CAAO  CONVENTION  HERE 

ALBERTANS  HONORED 

J.  B.  Laidlaw,   Alberta's  Assessment  Commissioner,  was 
elected  President  of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Assessing  Of- 
ficers at  their  third  national  convention  held  May  29,  30  and 
31  at  Quebec  City.    At  the  same  time,  H.  J. 
Powers,  Assessment  Inspector  with  Alberta's  De- 
partment of  Municipal  Affairs,  was  appointed  ^  ^  . 
convention  program  chairman  for  the  coming  ^ 
year. 


Fourth  annual  convention  will  be  held  in 
Alberta  early  next  summer.  Other  conventions 
hove  been  heldat  Winnipeg  andNiagara  Falls. 


/ 


LAIDLAW 

A.  R.  Isbister,  Director  of  Field  Service 
for  Alberta,  and  Mr.  Powers  presented  papers 
to  the  convention,  to  date  representing  six  Can- 
adian provinces.  It  was  emphasized  by  many  of 
the  delegates  that  assessors  in  all  provinces  must 
work  for  recognition  on  a  professional  level  . 
Training  courses  were  seen  as  an  important  means 
to  this  end,  while  delegates  from  the  Ontario 
section  expressed  themselves  as  favoring  pro- 
vincial licenses  to  practice  in  the  assessment  field.  • 


POWERS 


■  .  .  D.  A.  BANCROFT  REPORTS 

SCHOOL  PROBLEMS  STUDIED 

When  more  than  two  hundred  school  trustees  and  school  board 
secretaries  assemble  for  objective  study  of  their  problems  in  a  setting 
like  the  Banff  School  of  Fine  Arts,  the  results  ore  bound  to  be  diffi- 
cult to  measure.  On  first  notice,  one  finds  that  to  some  extent  the 
trustees  and  secretaries  are  concerned  principal  ly  with  different  aspects 
of  their  common  problems.  Furthermore,  the  matters  of  concern  of  each 
group  range  beyond  the  field  of  common  concern.  The  trustees,  though 
not  educators,  are  intensively  interested  in  the  educational  programs 
and  methods  in  schools,  which  is  an  area  outside  the  general  view  of 
the  secretary;  and  the  secretaries  are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of 
theirspecial  responsibilities  of  accounting  for  revenues,  expenditures, 
assets  and  liabilities,  to  a  degree  not  appreciated  by  most  trustees. 
A  large  area  of  common  interest  still  remains,  but  it  seems  that  when 
these  groups  have  an  opportunity  for  special  study  they  choose  to  pur- 
sue their  respective  separate  fields  in  preference  to  joint  study  of  the 
central  ground,  and  the  Banff  location  permits  of  separate  programs  and 
diversity  of  pursuits.  The  results  of  the  two  and  one-half  days  of  work, 
therefore,  appear  almost  impossible  to  evaluate  conclusively. 

PROGRAMS  SEPARATE 

In  this  year's  short  course  the  programs  of  the  trustees  and  se- 
cretaries were  separate  for  almost  four  of  the  five  half-days  available  . 
After  the  first  morning  in  joint  session  under  the  guidance  of  the  De- 
puty Minister  of  the  Department  of  Education  treating  new  legisla- 
tion and  amendments,  the  trustees  moved  into  a  series  of  specialized 
studies  highlighted  by  a  three  hour  discussion  on  "Innovations  in  Ed- 
ucation" by  a  panel  of  six  authorities  on  various  new  methods  of  in- 
struction.   The  secretaries  followed  a  series  of  panel  presentations  on 

(To  Page  7) 
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DO  NOT  TAKE  FOR  GRANTED 

Do  not  take  for  granted  all  the  loveliness  you  see  .  .  . 
morning  splendor,  sunset  gold  or  blossoms  on  a  tree  .  .  .  Never 
cease  to  marvel  at  the  wonder  of  these  things:  new  life  bursting 
from  the  soil  .  .  .  and  birds  on  soaring  wings. 

Commonplace  the  sight  may  be,  but  never  let  your  eye 
.  .  .  grow  accustomed  to  the  glory  of  the  land  and  sky  .  .  . 
Never  grow  too  dull  to  wonder  at  the  mystery  .  .  .  of  the  beauty 
of  the  earth,  the  sun,  the  stars,  the  sea. 

o  Patience  Strong 

NOTSD  AT  BANfF 

People  at  Banff  those  few  rare  days  in  June  must  have  found  their 
problems  growing  I  ighter.  And  if  they  wondered  about  it,  they  might 
have  recalled  how  the  psalmist  said  "The  mountains  shall  bring  peace 
to  the  people.  "  We  suspect  it  was  planned  that  way  at  the  beginning. 


It  being  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Department  of  Extension 
detracted  somewhat  from  the  mere  25  years  municipal  secretary-trea- 
surers have  been  hoi  ding  courses.  Even  without  a  cake  several  speakers 
referred  to  the  record.  Deputy  Minister  A.W.  Morrison  quoted  Del 
McQueen  as  having  attended  everyone  of  the  twenty-five  courses, 
adding  that  he  himself  has  attended  all  but  two  or  three. 

*  ¥  * 

Not  counting  at  least  fifty-sixty  wives,  the  overall  attendance 
of  180  is  the  largest  on  record.  Evidence  of  growing  interest  in  the 
course  was  seen  in  the  considerable  number  of  people  who  responded 
when  Guy  Tomilson  asked  newcomers  to  please  stand  up.  It  became 
unmistakable  when  a  shortage  of  cups  developed  during  the  first  coffee 
break. 

Thursday  evening,  veteran  Secretary-Treasurer  Dave  Gardiner 
(M.D.  of  Rocky  View  No.  44)  took  us  on  a  tour  of  Spain,  site  of  an 
international  convention  he  and  his  wife  attended  last  year.  Dave  was 
in  splendid  form  as  he  shared  his  experiences  with  the  help  of  an  epid- 
iascope, an  optical  lantern  projecting  images  of  both  opaque  and  trans- 
parent objects. 

Mention  going  to  the  Banff  School  and  some  kindly  soul  is  I  ikely 
to  hope  we  enjoyed  our  holiday.  Now  the  way  we  look  at  it,  business 
and  pleasure  make  a  happy  combination  .  .  .  and  certainly  there's  no 
valid  reason  one  should  not  enjoy  one's  work. 

We  consider  it  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  attend  the  refresher 
courses  at  Banff  .  .  .  but  let  it  be  kept  in  mind  that  for  most  people 
a  gooddeal  of  solidwork  is  involved,  and  further,  that  local  adminis- 
tration benefits  material  ly  as  aresult  of  it.  We  think  every  municipaJ 
council  shouldencourage  their  secretary-treasurers  to  attend.  Better 
still,  secretaries  and  councillors  should  make  the  trip  together. 


In  thanking  us  for  the  Secretary's  Calendar  (Earl  Briscoe,  take 
a  bow!)  a  couple  of  chaps  suggested  they  would  like  to  see  included 
reminders  of  grants  which  secretaries  might  not  know  about  or  which 
they  might  otherwise  forget,  (Can  our  notes  be  right  on  this  one?)  At 
any  rate,  reference  to  the  feature  will  show  we've  tried. 

*  *  *  * 

For  some  reason  we  think  of  Mickey  McKay  more  often  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  AAMD  or  as  a  member  of  the  PMAC  than  as  a  councillor. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  as  the  latter  that  he  reported  the  discussion  of 
his  group,  producing  perfect  order  out  of  a  wide  variety  of  opinion  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  it  look  easy. 


registration  fee  charged  to  enter  Canada's  national  parks.  True,  he 
is  asked  no  more  than  a  perfunctory  "Any  firearms?"  But  the  precau- 
tion is  probably  necessary  and  records  must  be  kept.  It's  a  light  touch 
for  such  a  wealth  of  grandeur  and  decais  (which  have  become  a  kind 
of  status  symbol)  cost  money. 

*  *  *  * 

It  seemed  to  us  that  the  group  discussion  method  as  arranged  by 
Don  Bancroft  and  J.E.  Mulloy,  assistant  professors  with  the  Department 
of  Extension,  came  to  maturity  this  year.  Conducting  the  discussion  , 
Mr.  Mul loy  displayed  an  engaging  wit,  for  which  many  of  hiscountry- 
men  are  famed,  and  stimulateda  splendid confl ict  of  views  relating  to 
financial  reports  and  budgetary  controls.  As  a  result  it  is  improbable 
that  councillors  will  accept  anything  but  the  best  from  now  on.  The 
group  rriethod  can  be  less  than  successful  .  .  .  but  not  the  way  it  was 
handled  by  Mr.  Bancroft  and  Mr.  Mulloy  this  year.  • 

THS  CHANG  I  NO  SCCNS 

COUNTY  of  WETASKIWIN,  NO.  10 

Secretary-Treasurer  W.D.  Robertson 

TOWN  of  INNISFAIL 

Mayor   J.  D.  Stiles 

TOWN  of  OLDS 

Secretary-Treasurer's  Phone  Number   226-3277 

VILLAGE  of  BRETON 

Mayor  J.  Clark 

VILLAGE  of  DEWBERRY 

Secretary-Treasurer  D.  Munro 

VILLAGE  of  MINES  CREEK 

Secretary-Treasurer  F.  Hall 

CITY  of  RED  DEER 

City  Clerk's  Phone  Number   346-2025 

TOWN  of  GRANUM 

Mayor   L.E.  Sherman 

TOWN  of  LACOMBE 

Mayor  W.  S.  Hunt 

TOWN  of  PEACE  RIVER 

Secretary-Treasurer  B.  de  Kleine 

TOWN  of  ST.  ALBERT 

Secretary-Treasurer  J.B.  Gee 

VILLAGE  of  ALIX 

Secretary-Treasurer  T.M,  Ralston 

SUMMER  VILLAGE  of  GULL  LAKE 

Mayor  G.  C.  Stuart, 

609Crescent  Boulevard,  Calgary 

MISCELLANY  .  .  . 


City  opens  be 

by  E.  N.  Davis 

Regina,  Alta.,  is  spending  up  to  $1 

million  on  its  biggest  single  street  im- 
provement project.  The  objective — to 
solve  the  acute  problem  of  a  hope- 
lessly inadequate  arterial  connection 
with  provincial  highways  No.  1 1  and 
No.  6  which  carry  traffic  into  and 
out  of  the  north. 


THIS  MONTH 


TAX  RECOVERY  PROCEDURE 

By  K.  C.  Switzer,  Director  of  Tax  Recovery  3 

Major  Changes  in  THE  PLANNING  ACT 

By  Noel  Dant,  Provincial  Planning  Director  4 

FARM  PURCHASE  CREDIT  PLAN  AMENDED 

Reprinted  from  "Within  Our  Borders"  5 


Roy  Wallman  carried  two  name  cards  to  prove  his  identity  and 
office.  The  second  proclaimed  his  condition  was  due  to  a  beard-grow- 
ing contest  being  held  at  Foremost.  With  becoming  modesty,  Roy  said 
he  didn'texpect  to  win  aprize,  but  some  of  the  ladies  thought  he  looked 
a  little  like  King  George  V. 

*  *  *  * 

We  never  could  understand  any  motorist  complaining  about  the 


Secretary's  Calendar  

Long  in  the  Service  -  JOHN  EVJEN 
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BY  K  .  C  .  SWITZER,  DIRECTOR  OF  TAX  RECOVERY 

TAX  ReCOVSRY  PH0CSt>U1ii 

AN  ADDRESS  AT  THE  25th  ANNUAL  REFRESHER  COURSE  IN  MUNICIPAL  ADMINISTRATION 


JUNE  7  AT  THE  BANFF  SCHOOL  OF  FINE  ARTS 


This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  at  the  RefresherCourse  to 
discuss  the  various  provisions  of  the  Tax  Recovery  Act  with  urban  secre- 
tary-treasurers and  I  believe  it  will  be  to  our  mutual  benefit  if  I  were 
to  review  the  reasons  why  various  provisions  are  in  the  Act. 

BASIC  PRINCIPLES 

There  are  a  number  of  basic  principles  we  ail  generally  accept 
which  have  been  estabi  ished  over  a  period  of  years  that  are  written  in- 
to the  Act  and  also  different  policies  that  have  been  established  by 
the  Legislature.  One  of  our  accepted  principles  is  the  protection  of 
the  owner  of  property  which  is  held  under  a  title  in  "Estate  fee  simple"  . 
i  believe  you  ore  all  fully  aware  of  what  that  expression  means  but  we 
will  enlarge  upon  the  term.  The  word  "estate "  when  used  in  this  manner , 
refers  to  a  person's  interest  in  landedpropertyorreal  estate.  The  words 
"fee  simple"  meanswithout  compi  ications  and  without  limitations  to  a 
particular  class  of  heirs.  The  expression  when  used  on  the  title  means 
that  the  registered  owner  has  absolute  property. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Courts  always  to  give  the  holder 
of  a  title  the  benefit  of  every  doubt  and  whenever  an  action  is  being 
taken  that  will  result  in  the  loss  of  a  title  to  any  person,  the  Statute 
giving  such  authority  must  be  very  rigidly  adhered  to. 

Another  practice  generally  accepted  is  that  a  creditor  may  only 
collect  what  Is  owing  to  him  together  with  whatever  costs  that  have 
been  incurred  In  the  col  lection  of  the  debt.  A  policy  has  been  estab- 
lished that  the  equity  and  interests  of  the  taxpayer  in  his  own  property 
shall  be  protected  and  such  being  the  case  it  is  necessary  for  ail  local 
governments  to  obtain  the  approval  to  the  sale  of  any  occupied  property  . 
The  enforcement  of  these  principles  may  be  noted  throughout  the  whole 
Act. 

Before  the  actual  provisions  of  The  Tax  Recovery  Act  are  dis- 
cussed, I  would  like  to  point  out  that  It  Is  not  advisable  to  follow  the 
pol  Icy  of  al  lowing  taxes  to  go  Into  arrears  and  then  apply  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  The  Town  and  Village  Act  provides  authority  for  town  of- 
ficials to  take  various  procedures  to  effect  the  collection  of  taxes  short- 
ly after  the  taxes  are  levied.  A  tax  that  is  not  a  lien  upon  the  land 
should  be  carefully  watched  and  If  possible  not  allowed  to  go  into  ar- 
rears. A  tax  that  forms  a  lien  on  land  by  statute  is  classified  as  an  ad 
rem  tax  being  levied  against  the  property,  and  remain  a  charge  irres- 
pective of  who  the  owner  may  be. 

MORE  THAN  ONE  YEAR 


In  order  for  the  provisions  of  The  Tax  Recovery  Act  to  apply  to 
arrears  of  taxes,  it  is  necessary  for  the  taxes  to  be  in  arrears  for  a  period 
of  more  than  a  year.  In  explanation,  I  would  state  that  the  1963  cur- 
rent levy  will  become  arrears  on  the  1st  of  January,  1964,  but  are  not 
a  year  in  arrears  until  the  1st  of  January  of  1965.  A  Tax  Notification 
or  Caveat  may  be  filed  upon  the  title  in  April  of  1965  for  the  1963  tax  , 
if  not  paid. 

The  filing  of  the  Tax  Notification  or  Caveat  against  the  title 
serves  a  number  of  purposes.  It  is  the  first  warning  that  the  registered 
owners  or  the  registered  encumbrancees on  the  title  receive,  warning 
them  that  the  taxes  have  gone  into  arrears.  This  warning  notice  Is  sent 
by  the  Registrar  of  the  Land  Titles  Office  where  the  Notification  was 
filed.  TheTax  Notification  or  Caveat  also  serves  as  a  warning  to  any 
purchaser  who  may  buy  the  land  that  the  taxes  are  in  arrears,  providing 
of  course  he  searches  the  title.  Should  he  fail  to  do  so,  it  would  not 
in  any  way  relieve  him  from  the  responsibility  of  the  taxes.  I  might 
mention  that  the  word  "caveat"  means  "warning".  The  registration  of 
the  Tax  Notification  hasother  effects  as  well.  It  prohibits  a  Registrar 
from  the  registering  of  a  Transfer  of  Land  which  results  in  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  Certificate  of  Title  until  the  Notification  is  removed  or 
the  consent  of  the  taxing  authority  has  been  granted.  It  also  prohibits 
the  removal  of  buildings,  fences,  fixtures  or  other  Improvements  from 
a  parcel  without  the  consent  of  the  municipality.  Any  person  who 
does  so  can  be  prosecuted.  The  only  way  that  a  Tax  Recovery  Notifi- 
cation can  be  removed  is  by  some  person  making  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  taxes  owing. 

Should  the  registered  notice  that  the  ratepayer  received  fail  to 


result  In  the  payment  of  the  taxes  owing,  the  municipal  authorities 
may  proceedto  offer  the  parcel  for  saleat  a  public  auction.  All  par- 
cels are  offered,  subject  to  a  reserve  bid  andsubject  to  the  Minister's 
approval,  with  the  exception  of  vacant  property  that  isoffered  forsale 
by  a  city  or  a  town.  The  reserve  bid  that  is  placed  on  a  parcel  should 
portray  the  minimum  sale  price  for  the  parcel.  It  Is  the  council's  res- 
pcnslbility  either  to  place  the  reserve  bid  on  the  parcel  or  to  engage 
a  valuatorfor  that  purpose,  but  whatever  figure  that  is  placed  thereon 
is  the  council's  responsibility. 

SALE  BY  AUCTION 

Before  a  sale  can  be  held  it  is  necessary,  within  the  allotted 
times  set  out  in  the  Act,  to  notify  all  persons  shown  on  the  tax  roll  of 
the  proposed  sale,  to  advertise  the  sale  in  one  issue  of  The  Alberto 
Gazette  and  also  to  advertise  it  in  a  newspaper  that  has  circulation 
within  the  municipality.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  see  that  the 
interested  persons  are  notified  of  the  proposed  sale  and  are  given  an 
opportunity  to  protect  their  Interests  by  making  payment  of  the  taxes  . 

Themunici  polity  has  the  right  to  sellthe  land  at  the  publlcauc- 
t ion  and  should  the  land  fal I  to  sel  I ,  the  munlc Ipal  Ity  also  has  the  right 
to  sell  It  any  time  thereafter  at  private  sale.  No  further  noticesof  the 
proposed  sale  are  given  to  a  ratepayer. 

You  will  find  by  reference  to  the  Act  that  amunlcipal  employee 
or  counci  I  lor  cannot  purchase  land  andshould  the  municipality  require 
the  property,  it  is  necessary  for  on  official  to  bid  at  the  publ  ic  auction 
or  to  bid  at  private  sale  but  his  right  to  do  so  must  be  authorized  by  a 
resolutionof  the  council.  All  private  sales  must  be  authorized  by  by- 
law. 


(To  Page  6) 


.  .  .  from  the  AUTHOR'S  NOTEBOOK 
QUESTIONS  &  ANSWERS 

Q.  What  can  be  done  where  Tax  Notifications  have  been  filed 
but  the  properties  have  not  been  offered  forsale  within  the 
statutory  time  set  out  in  Section  9  of  the  Act? 

A.  Shouldthe  council  have  failed  fo  authorize  the  holding  of 
a  tax  sale  and  the  time  period  has  expired,  It  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  withdraw  the  caveat  andto  file  anotherin  April 
of  the  following  year. 

■k  i<  -k 

0.  When  attempting  to  arrive  at  the  reserve  bid  prior  to  a  sale 
have  we  the  authority  to  enter  upon  the  parcel? 

A.  The  Act  provides  that  any  person  duly  authorized  by  the 
council  may  enter  upon  the  parcel  and  every  part  thereof 
and  every  building,  structure  or  erection  thereon. 

*  ¥  *  * 

0.  Is  it  advisable  to  take  title  to  every  parcel  that  is  finally 
acquired? 

A.  It  Is  recommended  thattltle  be  taken  to  all  parcels  final  ly 
acquired  unless  the  ratepayer  is  making  settlement  of  the 
taxes  and  the  settlement  will  be  made  within  the  allotted 
time. 

*  *  * 

Q.  When  has  a  municipal  ity  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  Improve- 
ments  situated  on  the  parcel  or  a  part  of  the  parcel? 

A.  Upon  finally  acquiring  the  parcel,  the  municipality  has 
the  authority  to  sel  I  any  improvements  thereon  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  parcel  that  it  desires,  subject  of  course  to  town 
planning  and  Land  Titles  regulations  as  to  access,  etc. 

*  *  *  * 

Q.  What  procedure  is  followed  when  a  Duplicate  Certificate 
acquired  under  the  Tax  Recovery  Act  has  been  lost  or  des- 
troyed? 

A.       It  is  necessary  to  make  application  to  the        (To  Page  6) 
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MAJOn  CHANGES  IN  we  PLANNING  ACT 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  ALBERTA'S  NEW  PLANNING  LEGISLATION  COMPARED  WITH  THE  OLD 

From  an  Outline  Prepared  by 

NOEL  DANT,  PROVINCIAL  PLANNING  DIRECTOR 

.  .  .  EFFECTIVE  AUGUST  1,  1963 


1 .  The  number  of  kinds  of  planning  bodies  that  may  deal  with  sub- 
division or  development  proposals  has  been  reduced  to  the  absolute 
minimum,  i.e.  four  as  against  Sin  the  previous  Act:  -  one  at  the  Pro- 
vincial level  -  The  Provincial  Planning  Board;  one  at  the  Regional 
level  -  The  Regional  Planning  Commission;  two  at  the  Local  level  - 
The  Municipal  Planning  Commission;  and  an  Appeal  body  -  The  De- 
velopment Appeal  Board. 

2.  The  Provincial  Planning  Board's  powers  to  hear  appeals  from  de- 
velopment decisions  emanating  from  areas  under  development  control 
has  been  removed  and  this  function  handed  over  to  local  councils  . 
In  this  sense  then,  we  should  add  one  more  agency  to  (1)  above, i.e. 
Council.  The  Provincial  Planning  Board  will  remain  as  the  ultimate 
appeal  tribunal  on  all  subdivision  matters. 

3.  Inasmuch  as  more  than  one  Provincial  Government  Department 
or  Agency  has  power  to  make  decisions  regarding  certain  kinds  of  de- 
velopment and  subdivision,  outside  any  powers  under  The  Planning  Act, 
these  procedures  are  now  co-ordinated,  so  that  appi  icants  can  present 
one  application  at  one  place,  instead  of  erstwhile  being  required  to 
file  separate  applications  at  several  places. 

4.  At  the  local  andregional  levels,  al I  planning  decisions  wi  1 1  be 
made  by  the  elected  persons  and  that  these  decision-making  powers 
may  be  delegated  to  appointed  officers  only  within  the  terms  of  Pro- 
vincial Planning  Board-approved  rules  and  regulations  which  cover 
clean-cut 'yes-no '  situations  and  donot  permit  these  off  leers  to  exer- 
cise their  Own  discretion. 

5.  The  provisions  regarding  subdivisions  have  been  changed  materi- 
ally to  prevent  alocal  authority  from  acquiring  land  without  payment 
of  compensation  in  cases  except  those  in  which  a  landowner  Initiates 
a  subdivision  and  the  normal  10%  for  public  reserves  and  local  road 
rights-of-way  within  the  proposal  are  deducted  from  his  gross  area. 

6.  The  titles  to  public  reserves  dedicated  for  schools,  parks  and 
other  public  uses  within  asubdivislon  will  now  be  Issued  to  the  local 
authority  concerned.  Instead  of  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works. 

7.  Where  there  is  no  evident  future  of  foreseeable  need  for  public 
reserves  in  a  new  subdivision,  a  cash  payment  in  lieu  thereof  may  be 
required  by  the  municipality. 

Such  cash  payments  together  with  any  proceeds  obtained  from 
the  sale  or  lease  of  existing  reserves  that  are  no  longer  required  for 
public  use,  will  be  placed  in  a  separate  fund  by  the  municipality  and 
expended  only  for  the  acquisition  of  school  and  park  sites  which  are 


NOTICE  TO  COUNCILS 

OFFICIAL  COMPILED  MAPS  OF  ALBERTA'S 
CITIES,  TOWNS  AND  VILLAGES 

It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  certain  individuals  may 
be  attempting  to  sell  to  local  councils  in  Alberta  a  form  of  'com- 
piledmaps'  of  their  towns  or  villages.  Such  mops  mayor  may  not 
be  accurate,  and  may  be  sold  at  exorbitant  prices. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Provincial  Planning  Director  wishes  toadvise  all  local 
councils  of  cities,  towns  and  villages  that  the  Town  and  Rural 
Planning  Office  provl des,  as  a  publ Ic  service,  off Icial  lycompi led 
plans  to  any  council  requesting  them. 

All  such  plans  prepared  by  the  Director's  off  ice  are  as  up- 
to-date  as  is  practicable.  They  cover  every  city,  town  and  vil  lage 
and  most  of  the  hamlets  in  the  Province. 

Normally  printed  in  twoseries,  I.e. ,  at  scales  of  1  "  =  200' 
and  1"  =  600',  they  are  available  upon  request  at  the  cost  of 
printing  only. 


needed  but  have  not  been  set  aside  in  other  parts  of  the  municipal  ity  . 
This  fund  cannot  be  used  by  the  municipality  without  the  prior  con- 
sent of  The  Provincial  Planning  Board. 

8.  The  provisions  regarding  replots  has  been  completely  rewritten, 
putting  the  emphasison  relative  value  of  land,  rather  than  on  relative 
acreage  of  land.  This  eliminates  allegations  that  certain  owners  have 
been  favored  with  increased  vol ue  of  their  holdings  due  to  the  inevit- 
able zoning  classifications  which  must  follow  the  replot  approval  for 
purposes  of  implementing  same. 

9.  The  ingredients  of  general  plans  have  been  revised  and  made 
more  comprehensive,  particularly  with  regard  to  proposals  for  program- 
ming capital  projects  within  a  prescribed  period  of  time. 

10.  Terminology  has  been  clarified  throughout  the  Act  and  technical 
jargon  completely  el  iminated.  When  technical  terms  have  to  be  used 
in  the  text,  they  have  been  very  simply  defined  In  the  Interpretation 
section. 

The  titles  of  the  planning  agencies  referred  to  in  (1)  above  have 
been  simplified  and  more  related  to  the  functions  they  have  been  set 
up  to  achieve. 

1 1  .  The  general  format,  content  and  continuity  of  the  provisions 
contained  within  the  Act  has  been  completely  simplified  and  made 
more  logical  than  in  any  previous  Planning  Act.  The  Act  makes  as 
few  references  to  other  Provincial  Statutes  as  is  possible.  • 


SECRETARY'S 

CALENDAR 


Municipal  District  Act 

Within  5  days  afterthe  end  of  each  month  the  secretary-treasurer  shal  I 
prepare  a  statement  of  monies  received  and  their  disposition,  submit  to 
council  atnext  meeting  andenter  a  copy  in  the  minutes.    Sec.  61  (v) 

Town  and  Village  Act 

15th-Secretary-treasurershall  prepare  astatement  of  monies  received 
and  their  disposition,  submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  a 
copy  In  the  minutes.    Sec.  67  (r) . 

August  10  -  Enumerator  must  submit  his  list  to  the  secretary  on 
or  before  this  date.    Sec.  112  (4). 

August  15  -  Secretary  shal  I  prepare,  certify  and  post  In  his  office 
a  copy  of  the  voters  list  on  or  before  this  date.    Sec.  1 13  and  1 15. 

August  16  -  Notice  of  completion  of  the  voters  1 1st  must  be  posted 
in  at  least  six  places  on  or  before  this  date.    Sec.  116. 

September  1  -  On  or  before  this  date  the  secretary-treasurer  shall 
prepare  a  tax  roll  and  mail  tax  notices.    Sec.  368. 

Note:  Appl  ication  for  change  or  addition  of  names  on  the  voters 
list  must  be  received  by  the  secretary-treasurer  prior  to  September  7  . 
Sec.  120. 

Assessment  Act,  I960 

August  31  -  The  council  of  a  town,  village,  municipal  district 
or  county  may  pass  a  by-law  on  or  before  this  date  to  authorize  the 
assessor  to  use  the  current  years  assessment  for  the  next  fol  lowing  year . 
Sections  16  and  19. 

Crown  Property  Municipal  Grants  Act 

Each  municipality  is  reminded  to  make  application  for  grants 
in  lieu  of  taxes  on  Crown  properties  as  set  outin  the  above  noted  act. 

Tax  Recovery  Act 

August  1  -  Not  later  than  August  1st,  LandTitles  Office  shall 
notify  registered  owners,  etc.  of  any  caveat.    Sec.  7.  • 
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FARM  PURCHASS  CRSDIT  PLAN 

AMENDED  TO  IMPROVE  SERVICES 

Reprinted  from 

WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

Alberta  farmers  who  wish  to  enlarge  their  present  holdings,  or 
Alberta  residents  who  have  some  farming  experience  and  who  wish  to 
establish  their  own  farms,  may  apply  for  financial  assistance  to  the 
Alberta  Form  Purchase  Board,  established  in  1957  under  the  Alberta 
Farm  Purchase  Credit  Act,  and  administered  under  the  Alberta  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Application  for  assistance  should  be  made  at  the 
Municipal  or  County  office. 

During  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature,  changes  were  made 
in  the  Act,  to  become  effective  August  1 .  These  changes  were  de- 
signed to  encourage  Alberta  farmers  to  make  fuller  use  of  the  facil ities 
offered  by  the  Board  to  enlarge  their  farm  operations,  and  to  promote 
full  participation  by  all  Alberta  municipalities.  At  the  present  time 
the  Municipal  Districts  of  Taber,  Provost,  Acadia  Vol  ley  and  Fairview  , 
and  the  County  of  Red  Deer,  have  not  entered  into  the  required  agree- 
ment with  the  Government.  Consequently,  Farm  Purchase  Credit  has 
not  been  available  in  these  areas. 

Principal  change  in  the  Act  involves  the  establishment  of  one 
central  Farm  Purchase  Board  to  execute  all  agreements  relating  to  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  farm  lands,  and  to  hold  title  to  all  farm  lands 
being  purchased  under  the  Act.  This  central  Board  will  replace  the 
71  local  Farm  Purchase  Boards  in  Alberta  at  the  present  time. 

In  place  of  these  local  Boards,  advisory  committees  will  be  set 
up  which  wil  I  function  in  much  the  same  manner  as  the  Boards  did  pre- 
viously, accepting  applications  investigating  and  recommending,  up 
to  the  point  where  the  loan  is  approved.  From  there  the  central  Board 
will  take  over,  handling  all  documentation  and  issuing  cheques,  al- 
though the  farmer  will  continue  to  make  his  payments  to  the  local 
office. 

An  actual  total  of  $16,000,000  in  credit  has  been  extended  to 
purchasers  of  farms  in  Alberta,  making  possible  the  purchase  of  over 
$23,000,000  in  farm  lands  since  the  first  loan  was  granted  in  1958. 
The  Governmentof  Alberta  has  advanced  approximately  $10,500,  000 
under  this  legislation.  During  this  period,  2,660  applications  have 
been  received,  of  which  1,992  have  been  approved,  53  held  for  fur- 
ther information,  85  withdrawn,  and  530  rejected. 

To  be  eligible  for  a  loan  an  applicant  must  be  a  Canadian  cit- 
izen or  a  British  subject,  with  good  character  and  credit  references, 
under  55  years  of  age  but  not  under  21.  He  must  have  had  three  years' 
farming  experience,  and  must  have  lived  in  Alberta  for  three  of  the 
last  five  years  prior  to  his  application. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Act,  the  purchaser  must  be  able  to  make 
a  down  payment  of  20  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment advances  50  per  cent  or  $10,000  whichever  is  the  lesser  a- 
mount.  The  purchaser's  down  payment,  along  with  the  government 
advance,  is  paid  in  to  the  Farm  Purchase  Board,  which  then  pays  the 
vendor.  All  regular  payments  thereafter  are  made  through  the  Board. 
On  a  $20,000  farm  this  means  that  the  vendor  receives  70  per  cent 
of  the  purchase  price  immediately.  In  the  case  of  a  $30,000  farm  , 
which  is  the  maximum  for  which  assistance  is  granted,  the  vendor  re- 
ceives $16,000,  made  up  of  the  $6,000  down  payment  plus  $10,000 
from  the  Government.  Since  the  balance  carried  by  the  vendor  is 
guaranteed  by  the  Farm  Purchase  Board  and  the  Government  of  Alberta  , 
the  agreement  has  been  well  accepted  as  a  good  retirement  invest- 
ment plan.  If  the  purchaser  is  hailed  out,  becomes  ill,  or  for  any 
other  reason  is  unable  to  make  a  payment,  the  Board  pays  the  vendor, 
and  the  purchaser  makes  it  up  at  a  later  time.  • 


GLOOM  PEDLARS 

In  1783,  William  Pitt,  British  prime  minister,  said:  "There 
Is  scarcely  anything  around  us  or  ahead  of  us  but  ruin  and  hope- 
lessness. " 

In  1849,  Disrael i  warned,  "In  Industry,  commerce  and  agri- 
culture there  is  now  no  hope.  " 

In  1851,  the  Duke  of  Wei  1  ington  stated,  "I  thank  God  that 
I  will  be  spared  from  seeing  the  consummation  ofruin  and  hope- 
lessness that  is  now  gathering  around.  " 

Humanity  may  be  facing  hard  years,  but,  on  the  other  hand  , 
we  may  be  heading  toward  better  times  than  men  have  ever  known  . 
And  it  Is  a  more  satisfactory  and  worthwhile  philosophy,  during 
the  few  years  any  of  us  will  be  privileged  to  be  here,  to  listen 
occasionally  to  sunny-dispositloned  optimists  rather  than  to  the 
despairing  chant  of  chronic  killjoys  whose  number  seems  to  be 
Increasing  day  by  day.  And  a  far  less  sensational  press  would 
help  to  a  marked  degree,  ^   j^^^^^,  Commerce 


Little  by  little  an  hour  goes  by. 
Little  by  little  a  day; 

Little  by  little  you  reach  your  goal 
Or  let  it  slip  away. 

1-  t-  f  * 

The  sun  shines  after  every  storm;  there  is  a  solution  for  every 
problem,  and  the  souls'  highest  duty  is  to  be  of  good  cheer. 

o   Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 


HAROLD  HOPKINS  &  SONS  .  .  . 

NOROSGG  HOLIDAY 

Municipal  people  in  Alberta  know  Harold  Hopkins  and  will  have 
little  trouble  remembering  various  highlights  of  his  career  .  .  .  how 
he  started  out  In  1927  as  secretary-treasurer  of  the  old  Municipal  Dis- 
trict of  Lome  (which  had  nine  townships)  and  stayed 
on  when  it  was  absorbed  as  part  of  the  M.  D.  of  La- 
combe  (with  approximately  30  townships)  .  .  .  how 
he  retired  in  1  959  and  after  32  good  years  of  munici- 
pal service  .  .  .  how  he  now  represents  VVestern 
Municipal  News  In  Alberta  and  Is  still  a  familiar 
figure  wherever  municipal  people  gather. 

Harold  has  four  sons,  one  of  whom  writes  a 
column  entitled  "Johnny  Hopkins  .  .  .  reports"  in 
H.  C.  HOPKINS  The  Calgary  Herald.  Here's  a  story  Johnny  wrote 
about  his  fatherand  the  town  of  Nordegg,  touching  on  times  when  we 
(and  Nordegg  too)  were  somewhat  younger,  Ed. 

Nordegg  lies  about  100  miles  straight  west  of  Red  Deer  and  it 
was  named  after  a  German-born  explorer,  Martin  Nordegg,  who  later 
became  famous  as  a  Canadian  financier.  The  German  ring  of  the  name 
never  did  fit  we  1 1  with  many  people,  especial  ly  during  the  First  World 
War,  and  the  sign  on  the  railway  station  read  (and  maybe  still  does) 
Brazeau . 

*  *  *  * 

Each  summer  for  many  years  my  father  spent  his  holidays  taking 
my  brothers  and  me  to  the  mountains  and  almost  invariably  to  the 
Nordegg  area.  It  was  always  an  advanture  for  us:  visiting  the 
collieries,  camping  out  on  spruce  bough  beds  or  in  abandoned  con- 
struction camp  buildings,  and  realizing  that  we  were  In  the  midst  of 
some  of  the  Rockies'  most  spectacular  scenery. 


My  father,  too,  seemed  to  know  some  very 
exciting  people.  The  manager  of  the  collieries 
was  a  friend  of  his  and  a  first-hand  look  at  coal 
mining  was  pretty  exciting  stuff  for  a  Central  Al- 
berta boy. 


We  became  exceedingly  familiar  with  the 
country  around  Nordegg,  largely  through  father's     JOHNNY  HOPKInI 
knowledge  and  the  fact  that  above  everything  else  he  liked  to  walk. 
So  we  walked  too,  and  ended  up  viewing  country  breath-taking  In  Its 
grandeur. 

He  introduced  us  to  the  falls  on  the  Big  Horn,  a  sight  witnessed 
probably  by  only  a  handful  of  people.  And  through  him  we  got  our 
first  look  at  the  Kootenay  Plains,  an  almost  unbelievable  expanse  of 
level  grounds  right  in  the  midst  of  the  mountains.  We  saw  the  spark- 
ling Tershishner  Creek,  forded  the  icy  Kline  River  and  attempted, 
always  unsuccessfully,  to  get  across  the  vast  North  Saskatchewan 
where  it  was  almost  a  mile  wide  and  dotted  with  sand  bars. 
*  *  *  * 

The  last  time  I  saw  Nordegg  the  new  highway  made  the  trip  so 
easy  that  1  was  almost  annoyed.  And  past  Nordegg  the  highway  cut 
through  spots  where  we  had  camped,  convinced  then  that  no  other 
man  would  ever  come  this  way.  q  Calgary  Herald 
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TAX  RECOVERY  PROCEDURE 
(From  Page  3) 

It  frequently  happens  that  property  does  not  sell  at  the  sale  or 
within  the  ensuing  year.  In  such  cases  final  acquisition  takes  place 
one  year  from  the  date  of  sale.  The  title  may  be  taken  at  the  expiry 
of  the  year  or  later  on,  at  the  option  of  the  municipality. 

RIGHT  TO  REDEEM 

As  long  as  a  parcel  of  land  has  not  been  sold,  the  ratepayer  hcs 
the  right  to  redeem  the  property  for  o  period  of  three  years  from  date 
of  final  acquisition  or  four  years  from  the  dote  of  sale.  Upon  parcel's 
actual  sole  to  a  purchaser,  all  rights  to  redeem  expire.  It  is  a  require- 
ment of  the  Act  that  until  such  time  as  the  right  to  redeem  expires  and 
the  parcel  has  not  been  sold,  for  the  municipality  annually  to  forward 
tax  notices  and  any  assessment  notices  required  to  the  former  owner 
and  he  has  the  same  rights  to  appeal  as  though  he  were  the  owner . 
Upon  the  expiry  of  the  four  year  period  any  right,  equity,  or  interest 
that  the  former  owner  had  in  the  land  ceases. 

In  the  event  that  a  parcel  of  land  was  sold,  it  is  the  requirement 
of  the  secretary-treasurer  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  inpayment 
of  the  costs,  the  taxes  and  other  municipal  or  provincial  claims  that 
are  properly  registered  and  should  any  money  still  remain,  it  is  placed 
in  the  Tox  Sale  Trust  Account.  The  municipality  having  received  its 
claim  in  full  isnot  entitled  to  these  fundsuntil  the  expiry  of  a  period 


of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  final  acquisition  orfrom  the  dateof  sale, 
if  the  sale  took  place  prior  to  final  acquisition. 

It  is  a  requirement  that  the  taxing  authorities  notify  the  former 
owner  and  all  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  tax  roll,  prior  to 
the  sale,  that  asurplushas  accrued  or  may  accrue,  if  it  is  a  timesale, 
and  that  appi  ication  may  be  made  for  the  surplus.  It  is  very  important 
that  this  provision  be  complied  with  as  the  district  has  received  all 
monies  due  and  the  money  belongs  to  another  person  and  al  I  monies  that 
are  in  trust  funds  must  be  accounted  for.  Should  thetime  limitfor  the 
making  of  an  appI  ication  have  expired,  it  is  not  necessary  then  to  for- 
ward the  notice  and  the  monies  may  be  transferred  from  Trust  to  General 
Revenue . 

MINISTERIAL  AUTHORITY 

The  Minister  of  the  Department  has  the  authority  to  extend  the 
period  for  appi  ication  but  this  extension  israrely  givenexcept  incases 
to  old-time  residents  of  the  Province  who  are  in  need  of  the  funds. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  instances  where  it  has  been  granted  to  claimants 
or  mortgagees. 

In  cases  where  occupied  land  has  not  been  sold,  and  the  mun- 
icipality has  acquired  the  property,  the  municipality  may  demand  a 
payment  of  rent  which  is  applied  on  account  of  the  taxes  or  in  some 
instances  a  crop  share.  We  all  have  a  few  ratepayers  who  do  not  seem 
to  be  concerned  with  the  loss  of  their  property  and  refuse  both  to  pay 
taxes  or  a  rental,  and  the  municipal  authority  has  the  right  to  demand 
possession.  Should  possession  be  refused  it  is  then  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs  for  his  permission  to  commence 
proceedings  in  the  courts  for  an  Order  of  Possession.  In  oil  instances 
where  such  oppl  ications  have  been  received,  the  Department  contacts 
the  occupant  and  to  date  we  have  been  successful  in  bringing  the  parties 
together  and  effecting  the  redemption  of  the  property  or  the  payment 
of  rent. 

The  object  of  insisting  upon  the  Minister's  approval  to  certain 
actions  is  as  pointed  out  for  the  protection  of  the  occupant,  for  uni- 
formity of  policy  throughout  the  Province  and  also  to  protect  the  in- 
terest of  the  former  owner  in  the  event  of  the  sale  of  the  property.  It 
is  the  pol  icy  and  practice  to  avoid  any  interference  with  local  adminis- 
tration and  I  think  it  has  been  found  that  such  is  the  case  in  practical  ly 
all  transactions.  It  is  the  desire  that  the  municipal ity  only  collect 
the  taxes,  not  become  owners  of  the  property  and  the  Act  should  be 
enforced  and  used  with  that  thought  in  mind.  • 

r —  — I 
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(Town  of  Carstairs),  Chad  Warnock  (Town  of  Castor),  Warren  Jones 
(Town  of  Raymond)  and  James  Muza  (Town  of  Vauxhall). 

OFFICIAL  GREETINGS 

Following  registration,  official  greetings  were  extended  to  the 
gathering  by  Presidents  Guy  Tomilson  and  Tom  Anton.  In  his  word  of 
welcome,  Don  Becker,  Assistant  Director,  Banff  School  of  Fine  Arts, 
observed  that  the  institution  is  entirely  self  supporting  and  that  plant 
growth  is  financed  entirely  by  contributions  solicited  by  Senator  Don 
Cameron,  School  Director. 

J.M.  McKay,  speaking  as  President  of  the  Alberta  Association 
of  Municipal  Districts  and  Counties  congratulated  the  secretaries  on 
their  growth  and  thanked  them  for  their  25  years  of  service.  He  said 
he  appreciated  the  opportunity  for  discussion  of  common  problems  with 
urban  officials  and  expressed  the  view  that  the  courses  have  added 
materially  to  the  competence  of  those  attending. 

Speaking  for  the  University 's  Department  of  Extension,  Don  Ban- 
croft, Supervisor  of  the  Public  Administration  Division,  said  he  was 
encouraged  by  the  increased  attendance  at  both  school  and  municipal 
refresher  courses.  He  thought  the  increase  over  last  year  in  both  in- 
stances would  be  about  10  per  cent. 

The  conference  was  then  turned  over  toA.W.  Morrison,  Deputy 
Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs,  who  then  introduced  members  of  the 
Department  present. 


QUESTIONS  and  ANSWERS 
(From  Page  3) 

Registrar  of  the 

Land  Titles  Office  for  a  new  Duplicate.  The  application 
must  be  supported  by  a  Statutory  Declaration  to  the  effect 
that  the  title  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  and  has  not  been 
sold  and  transferred  or  hypothecated  for  any  obligation  or 
debt.  Upon  paymentof  a  small  fee  andsubject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Registrar,  a  new  Duplicate  can  be  issued. 
*  *  *  * 

Q.  When  property  is  sold  should  the  transfer  be  given  to  the 
purchaser?  In  some  instances  the  purchaser  demands  a  trans- 
fer upon  payment  of  the  purchase  price. 

A.  TheTax  Recovery  Act  prohibits  the  giving  of  a  Tax  Recovery 
transfer  to  a  purchaser  and  requires  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
to  submit  the  transfer  to  the  LandTit'es  Off  ice  for  registra- 
tion. Frequently  the  transfers  are  not  always  registered, 
are  lest,  become  involved  in  an  estate  and  just  generally 
create  a  lot  of  unnecessary  and  extra  work.  The  purchase 
price  should  be  collected  in  full  and  the  Secretary  then 
submits  the  transfer  for  registration.  The  Duplicate  title 
is  given  to  the  purchaser. 

^  ^  jf.  jf. 

Q.  When  are  all  rights  to  redeem  property  lost  and  what  pro- 
cedure must  be  followed  in  order  to  place  a  title  to  such 
property  back  in  the  name  of  the  former  owner? 

A,  Al  I  right  to  redeem  property  are  lost  upon  its  sale  to  another 
person  and  such  property  cannot  be  redeemed.  Should  a 
parcel  not  have  been  sold  and  the  four  year  period  has  elap- 
sed from  the  date  of  public  auction,  all  rights  to  redeem 
have  expired.  This  four  year  period  is  made  up  one  year 
after  sale,  and  three  years  to  redeem  after  acquisition. 

In  order  to  place  a  title  of  that  nature  back  in  the 
name  of  the  former  owner  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  pro- 
perty to  be  sold  to  him  for  the  taxes  paid  or  a  nominal  sum  , 
providing  of  course,  the  former  title  was  clear.  The  pro- 
cedure followed  is  exactly  the  same  as  a  sale  to  another 
party.  Should  however,  the  former  title  have  been  encum- 
bered, it  will  be  necessary  to  sell  for  the  market  value  as 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  interest  of  equity  of  any 
claimants.  Generally,  should  proof  be  submitted  that  the 
claim  Is  settled,  sale  for  taxes  woul d  be  considered  .  A  hard 
and  fast  rule  cannot  be  laid  down  as  each  case  is  considered 
on  its  own  merits. 

*  *  1-  '^ 

Q.  Is  it  necessary  for  all  arrears  of  taxes  to  be  paid  before  the 
caveat  can  be  released  or  just  the  taxes  for  which  the  ca- 
veat was  fi  led? 

A.  Al  1  arrears  of  taxes  must  be  paid.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
current  year's  levy  to  be  paid. 


Mr.  Morrison  had  a  word  of  warning  for  municipalities  selling 
commodities  In  competition  with  private  businesses.  He  said  the  De- 
partment is  increasingly  concerned  with  the  practice  and  stressed  that 
any  sales  to  anyoneother  than  councilswere  illegal.  He  said  powers 
of  municipal  governments  are  explicit  in  the  various  Acts  and  can  not 
be  carried  further. 

Relations  between  the  two  levels  of  government  are  under  con- 
tinual study  by  the  Provincial-Municipal  Advisory  Committee,  the  De- 

(To  Page  7) 
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puty  Minister  continued,  and  urged  local  authorities  to  submit  their 
proposals  and  problems  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Morrison,  J.B.  Laidiaw,  Alberta's  AssessmentCommissioner 
and  (later)  Bruce  Ramsay,  C  hief  Municipal  Inspector  summarized  chan- 
ges In  municipal  legislation  enacted  during  the  1963  sessionof  the  Le- 
gislature. It  was  pointed  out  that  amendments  and  new  Acts  resulted 
from  requests  coming  chiefly  from  conventions  of  municipal  organiza- 
tions . 

A  change  In  the  programming  brought  John  Smith  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  before  the  meeting.  Mr.  Smith  outlined  the  tre- 
mendous growth  of  welfare  costs,  emphasizing  the  seriousness  of  the 
whole  problem.  He  said  the  Province  in  1961  had  changed  from  ef- 
forts to  categorize  welfare  recipients  to  a  social  allowance  program 
based  on  need.  The  question  now,  he  continued.  Is  to  distinguish  be- 
tween need  and  greed.  Mr.  Smith  defined  social  allowance  as  a  long 
term  program  while  social  assistance  was  designed  for  emergent  need 
resulting  primarily  from  displacement  by  automation.  He  thought  the 
concept  that  poverty  is  sinful  does  not  holdtrue  In  society  today,  and 
criticised  make-work  programs  as  reflecting  a  desire  to  punish  the  des- 
titute. 

GROUP  DISCUSSION 


Annual  Financial  Reports  and  the  D.B.S.  Manual  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  study  directed  by  J.E.  Mulloy  of  the  Department  of  Exten- 
sion on  Thursday  afternoon  and  again  on  Friday  morning.  In  his  in- 
troductory remarks,  Mr.  Mul  loy  before  dividing  into  discussion  groups , 
had  words  of  praise  for  the  D.B.S.  Manual  which  he  said  should  be  a 
standard  reference  book  for  al  I  secretary-treasurers.  The  manual  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Department  sets  forth  the  minimum  requirement 
that  should  be  contained  in  annual  financial  statements.  However, 
he  was  emphatic  that  sending  copies  to  local  ratepayers  was  notenough  . 
It  was  necessary  to  regroup  the  figures  so  that  they  can  be  readily  un- 
derstood by  the  municipal  council  and  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  Mul  loy  disagreed  with  those  who  thought  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  municipal  and  commercial  accounting.  He  said 
the  same  accounting  procedures  apply  to  both  fields  and  indeed  the 
types  of  records  are  the  same  in  each  case.  As  an  accountant,  he  said 
the  key  to  any  municipal  operation  is  the  budget  and  the  accounting 
system  should  show  clearly  how  closely  the  budget  plan  is  being  car- 
ried out. 

OTHER  ADDRESSES 


Friday  afternoon  the  first  rural  and  urban  sections  and  the  con- 
ference session  were  addressed  by  E.E.  Wickens,  Secretary  to  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Pension  Board,  who  outlined  points  in  the  application  of 
The  Local  Authorities  Pension  Act.  An  address  on  changes  in  the  pro- 
visions of  The  Farm  Purchase  Credit  Act  followed  after  which  the  ur- 
ban sections  was  addressed  by  Keith  Switzer,  Director  of  Tax  Recov- 
ery. 

In  his  remarks,  Mr.  Switzer  stressed  the  idea  that  It  was  inad- 
visable to  allow  taxes  to  fall  into  arrears  and  to  depend  upon  apply- 
ing the  provisions  of  The  Tax  Recovery  Act.  It  was  much  better,  he 
thought,  to  make  every  effort  to  make  collections  before  the  final 
steps  are  necessary. 

Even  when  tax  recovery  proceedings  are  undertaken,  every  ef- 
fort continues  to  be  made  to  keep  the  owner  in  possession  of  his  pro- 
perty. To  this  end  the  Act  goes  to  all  reasonable  lengths  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  owner.  Local  administration  is  not  interfered  with  but 
uniformity  is  maintained  throughout  the  Province.  It  should  be  kept  in 
mind,  Mr.  Switzer  continued,  that  the  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  assist 
municipalities  to  collect  taxes  rather  than  to  enable  them  to  become 
owners  of  property. 

SESSIONS  ON  SATURDAY 

On  Saturday  morning  the  rural  and  the  urban  secretary-treasurers' 
organizations  held  their  general  meetings  to  consider  resolutions  and 
to  elect  their  slates  of  officers. 

An  address  by  A.M.  Brownleeon  the  subject  of  by-laws  was  well 
received.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Brownlee's  address  will  appear  in  a  later 
issue  of  The  COUNSELLOR.  • 

*         *         *  * 

It  is  not  truth,  but  opinion  that  can  travel  the  world  without  a 
passport.  o  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh 


$138,200,000,000  in  TAXES 

For  the  fiscal  year  1961,  our  (America's)  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  remaining  50,000  odd  governmental  units  (not 
counting  school  districts)  collected  $138.2  billion  In  taxes. 
This  averages  out  at  $750  for  each  man,  woman  and  child.  Per 
household,  which  is  perhaps  a  more  meaningful  measure,  it 
comes  to  $2,  550. 

o  Henry  C.  V/ollick  in  "THINK  " 
  SCHOOL  PROBLEMS  STUDIED   


(From  Page  1) 

various  mattersof  school  off  Ice  routines  and  practices  incl  uding  agen- 
das, minutes,  accounts,  forms,  office  machines  and  legal  problems. 

A  noticeable  distinct  ion  about  this  year's  short  course  was  the 
use  of  so  many  participants.  Although  there  were  no  group  discussion 
periods,  the  direct  participation  of  about  one  quarter  of  the  total  num  - 
ber  in  attendance  was  obtained.  The  use  of  a  large  number  of  panels 
for  discussions  of  broad  or  diversified  subjects  produced  this  result. 
Included  in  the  more  than  fifty  contributors  were  officers  of  the  De- 
partment of  Education,  trustees,  almost  twenty  secretaries,  several 
superintendents  and  professional  teachers,  members  of  the  Faculty  of 
Education  and  other  special  authorities.  Such  diversity  of  contribu- 
tions gave  variety  to  the  program  but  may  have  detracted  from  Its  total 
value  in  the  minds  of  some  observers  and  delegates. 

ATTENDANCE  CLIMBS 

Registrations  increased  this  year  by  about  10%  too  total  of  more 
than  230  delegates,  observers  and  participants.  This  Increase  Is  a 
continuation  of  the  growth  of  the  attendance  which  has  been  evident 
for  several  years.  Comparing  the  breakdown  of  attendance  figures 
with  past  years,  it  is  noted  that  numbers  in  all  categories  increased. 

Following  Is  a  summary  breakdown  of  attendance: 


Counties 

Trustees  30 
Secretaries  and 
Assistants  27 
~57 


Public  and  Separate 
Divisions        School  Districts 

34  35 

28  37 
62  72 


Superintendents  and  Principals 
(Provincial  and  Local) 

Faculty  of  Education  and  Special  Speakers 
Department  of  Education 

Trustees'  Association,  Department  of  Extension  and 

Fraternal  Delegates 
Commercial  Representatives 


Total 
99 
92 

'18 

4 
6 

7 
9 

235 


Paying  registrants  numbered  214,  and  non-paying  observers  and 
guests  21  .  The  banquet  was  attended  by  208  persons.  There  were 
approximately  70  non-delegate  wives  in  company  with  their  husbands. 

It  should  be  noted  that  attendance  of  such  substantial  numbers 
cannot  fall  to  affect  the  program  of  the  short  course.  It  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  program  for  the  different  Interests  and  needs 
of  such  a  large  group,  and  difficult  too,  to  sub-divide  the  delegate 
body  for  small  group  activities.  These  effects  will  demand  more  at- 
tention in  the  future  if  attendance  continues  to  increase. 

PLANS  ARE  TENTATIVE 


Tentative  plans  and  reservations  for  future  short  courses  provide 
for  alternating  the  municipal  and  school  course  dates  In  the  conference 
week.  The  second  full  week  of  June,  being  June  7  to  13  in  1964,  is 
reserved  at  the  Banff  School  of  Fine  Arts,  and  the  school  administration 
group  will  be  meeting  during  the  last  three  days  for  1964.  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday,  June  11  to  13  are  reserved  for  the  program  with 
Wednesday,  June  10  to  be  used  for  registrations.  These  plans  are  ten- 
tative. 

EXECUTIVE  FOR  1963-64 

On  Wednesday  the  secretary-treasurers  convened  in  their  annual 
general  meeting  and  election  of  officers.  The  executive  for  1963-64 
follows:  President  Thomas  W.  Meen,  Edmonton  Public  School  Board 
.  .  .  Past  President  Alex  T.  Shand,  Medicine  Hat  School  Division  .  .  . 
Vice  President  Roy  White,  County  of  Ponoka  .  .  .  Secretary  Mrs.  De- 
lores  Gardiner,  Camrose  School  District  11.  Directors  (North)  Frank 
Dawley,  Barrhead  .  .  .  (Central)  Mrs.  Lillian  Scott,  Red  Deer  .  .  . 
(South)  D.  D.  McQueen,  Vulcan.  • 


3    The  ALBERTA  MUNICIPAL  COUNSELLOR  -  July,  1963  

LONG  IN  THf  senvice 

when  John  Evjen  was  reappointed  reeve  of  Stony  Plain  Munici- 
pal District  No.  84  last  January,  it  surprised  no  one.  He  is  now  ser- 
ving his  17th  consecutive  year  in  the  position. 


Mr. 
years,  for 


Evjen's  municipal  service  covers  a  period  of  twenty-two 
It  was  in  1941  that  he  was  first  elected  councillor  with  tSs 
old  Municipal  District  of  Inga.  With  the 
formation  of  the  enlarged  Municipal  District 
of  Stony  Plain  in  1942  he  was  again  elected 
as  councillor  for  Division  3  and  during  the 
next  five  years  served  as  deputy  reeve  of 
the  municipality. 


Mr.  Evjen  operates  a  farm  nine  miles 
south  west  of  Stony  Plain  Town,  He  was 
born  in  the  district  on  February  16,  1899, 
and  attended  Warden  School  as  a  youngster . 
During  those  early  winters  he  took  special 
training  courses  in  Edmonton  on  farm  ma- 
JOHN  EVJEN  chinery,  farm  management,  the  feeding  and 

breeding  of  livestock,  and  every  fall  from 
1928  to  1941  operated  a  Rumley  threshing  outfit.  Purchasing  his  farm 
in  1927,  Mr.  Evjen  shared  with  farm  people  everywhere  the  problems 
of  the  depression,  but  after  ten  years  of  struggle  he  found  conditions 
improving.  For  some  years  now  he  has  specialized  in  raising  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle . 

Mr.  Evjen  is  one  of  those  men  who  cause  one  to  wonder  where 
he  finds  time  or  strength  to  work  in  so  many  varied  capacities.  He  has 
been  a  memberof  the  Edmonton  District  Planning  Commission  represent- 
ing the  Municipal  District  of  Stony  Plain  since  its  inception  in  1951 
and  is  also  a  director  of  the  Edmonton  Area  Industrial  Development 
Association.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Stony  Plain  Farm  Purchase  Board 
andChairman  of  the  Stony  Plain  Municipal  Hospital  Board  with  its  hos- 
pital now  under  construction. 

Mr.  Evjen  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Norwood  Auxiliary 
Hospital  in  Edmonton.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Stony  Plain  Rural  Elect- 
rification Association  from  1951  to  date,  and  has  held  a  similar  posi- 
tion since  1955  with  the  Warden  Community  Association.  Finally,  he 
is  active  in  church  affairs,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  St.  Matthew's 
Lutheran  Church  in  Stony  Plain.  His  wife,  Clara,  is  also  active  in 
church  and  community  affairs,  having  been  treasurer  of  the  Stony  Plain 
Local  of  the  F.W.  U.  A.  for  7  years,  a  leader  of  the  4H  Garden  Club 
for  the  same  period,  a  member  of  the  Stony  Plain  District  4H  Council 
and  of  the  Edmonton  Area  Regional  4H  Council. 

The  Evjenshave  afamily  of  two.  Mervyn  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta  as  a  Civil  Engineerand  is  nowemployed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Highways  as  Assistant  Designing  Engineer.  Iris  graduated 
from  Stony  Plain  High  School  in  1961  and  is  employedwith  California 
Standard  in  Edmonton.  Recently  married,  she  and  her  husband  live  in 
Edmonton.  • 


DISTRICT  MEET  AT  FALHSU 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Peace  River  Municipal  Districts'  Associa- 
tion was  heldat  Father  on  Thursday,  June  27,  with  the  Municipal  Dis- 
trict of  Smoky  River  No.  130  acting  as  host  municipality.  Reeve  L. 
Sylvain  acted  as  chairman  of  the  meeting  and  in  the  opinion  of  those 
present  did  an  exceptionally  fine  job. 

Attending  the  conference  were  Roy  Ells,  M.L,A.  for  the  con- 
stituency of  Grouard,  and  A.O.  Fimrite,  M,L.A,  for  Peace  River 
constituency,  Mr,  Fimrite  is  also  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Northern 
Development  Council.  Also  present  were  A,W.  Morrison,  Deputy 
Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs;  J.B.  Laidlaw,  Assessment  Commissioner; 
andK.C,  Switzer,  Director  of  Tax  Recovery,  Representing  the  De- 
partment of  Highways  were  E.G.  Sanden,  Chief  Bridge  Engineer,  H  . 
G.  Atkin,  Supervising  Bridge  Engineer;  and  William  Beatty,  resident 
engineer  stationed  at  Grande  Prairie, 

Discussions  during  the  afternoon  session  covered  a  wide  range  of 
subjects  and  a  number  of  resolutions  were  approved  by  the  delegates , 
These  will  be  presented  to  the  convention  of  the  Alberta  Association 
of  Municipal  Districts  to  be  held  in  Edmonton  this  coming  fall. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  banquet  held  during  the  evening  was  J.M. 
McKay,  AAMD  President,  and  member  of  the  Provincial-Municipal 
Advisory  Committee,  Mr,  McKay  chose  as  his  subject  the  part  being 
played  by  the  Committee  in  dealing  with  problems  affecting  munici- 
palities throughout  the  Province. 


The  Peace  River  Association  has  been  meeting  each  yearfor  ap- 
proximately 27  years.  Next  year  the  regional  conference  will  be  held 
at  Berwyn,  with  the  Municipal  District  of  Peace  No.  135  acting  as 
host  municipality.  (J.B.L.) 
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TWO  LEAVE  DEPARTMENT 

•  GEE  GOES  TO  ST.  ALBERT 

After  16  years  of  government  service,  James  Bernard  Gee  left 
the  Departmentof  Municipal  Affairs  July  1  to  become  senior  adminis- 
trative officer  for  the  Town  of  St.  Albert.  With  his  departure  the 
Department  will  be  without  a  member  of  the  Gee  family  for  the  first 
time  since  Jim's  father,  Barney,  began  work 
In  1919.  Mr.  Gee,  Senior,  retired  in  1952 
after  33  years  of  service, 

Jimmy  Gee  was  born  and  educated  in 
Edmonton.  He  served  as  a  pilot  in  theRCAF 
during  the  second  World  War  and  joined  the 
Government  service  with  the  Town  Planning 
Office  which  was  a  part  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  on  June  12,  1947,  then 
transferring  with  the  Branch  to  the  De- 
partment of  Municipal  Affairs  in  January, 

1951, 

JAMES  B.  GEE 

Mr.  Gee  is  a  long  time  member  of  the  Alberta  Civil  Service 
Association  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  executive  since  1955,  He 
spent  two  years  in  Drayton  Valley  guiding  its  early  development  as  a 
New  Town.  As  liaison  officer  with  the  Town  and  Rural  Planning  Of- 
fice he  has  helped  maintain  contact  between  the  Branch  and  Alberta 
municipal  ities. 

Mr.  Gee  spent  two  years  at  The  University  of  Alberta  where  he 
trained  as  a  civil  engineer.  He  holds  a  certificate  from  the  Univer- 
sity's Publ  ic  Administration  Division  and  has  been  active  in  the  Com- 
munity Planning  Association  of  Canada. 


•  RETIRES  AFTER  19  YEARS 

Also  leaving  the  Department  on  June  30  was  Mary  Babchuk,  an 
employee  in  the  General  Office  of  the  Department  of  Municipal  Af- 
fairs since  1948,  and  on  the  staff  of  the  then  Departmentof  Lands  and 
Mines  for  four  years  before  that. 

Miss  Babchuk,  whose  courage  Is  an  inspiration  to  those  who  know 
her,  was  born  at  Edwand,  Alberta,  She  attended  school  at  Senlac  , 
Saskatchewan,  but  returned  to  Leedale  prior  to  starting  work  with  the 
Government.  On  her  departure  she  was  presented  with  a  set  of  dinner- 
ware,  gift  of  members  of  the  Department, 
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The  SAGA  of  JOSEPH  BATEMAN 


(Joseph  Bateman  served  on  council  of  the  former  Muni- 
cipal District  of  Paintearth  No.  53  for  twenty-one  years, 
thirteenof  them  as  reeve  of  the  District.  The  following  lines 
ore  taken,  somewhat  belatedly,  from  a  narrative  written  by 
his  son-in-law  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  In  1961 .) 

This  family  of  six  whose  name  I  can't  rhyme 
Lived  happily  together  all  of  the  time. 
Joe  served  on  the  Council  and  the  district  School  Board 
And  spent  every  moment  that  he  could  afford 
In  improving  our  roads  and  putting  things  right; 
He  even  forgot  to  come  home  the  odd  night. 
Twos  the  same,  or  no  other  way,  when  he  worked: 
There's  never  been  anything  he  turned  down  or  shirked. 

The  children  are  all  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own 
And  none  are  so  far  away,  if  they  want  they  can  phone. 
O  yes  the  grandchildren,  there  are  ten  in  the  clan: 
One's  married,  some  couldn't,  some  starting  to  plan. 
It  seems  like  right  now  I  am  real  close  to  home. 
For  io  and  behold  there's  a  grandchild  of  my  own. 

Now  Great  Grandma  and  Great  Grandpa  how  proud  they  must  be 

For  a  grandchild's  own  child  we  rarely  do  seel 

As  we  see  them  today  when  they  sit  down  at  ease 
With  television,  comfort,  and  many  other  things  to  please; 
Will  you  join  me  in  wishing  them  lots  of  success 
And  many  more  years  of  great  happiness. 
The  couple  we're  honoring  have  passed  the  hard  test 

For  50  short  years  for  worse  or  for  best 

They  have  had  their  bad  times,  as  well  as  their  good 
And  there  isn't  a  thing  they'd  change  ...  if  they  could. 


